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Ziab, Rasha, The Required Physical Environment for Training English language
Teachers of the Eighth Grade of Basic Education in Damascus, Masters'
Dissertation, Damascus University, Faculty of Education,2013-2014.(Supervisor Dr.
Seina Al-Khatib AL-Jeshi)

Problem of the Research:

The researcher specified the problem of the research in answering the following
question:

What is the extent of English language teachers’ needs from elements of the required
physical environment for training from the teachers’ and supervisors' perspectives ?
Questions of the Research:

The research attempts to answer the following questions:

1. What is the extent of English language teachers' needs from elements of the
required physical environment for training from the teachers' perspectives and
arranging them according to their priorities?

2. What is the extent of English language teachers' needs from elements of the
required physical environment for training from the supervisors' perspectives
and arranging them according to their priorities?

3- Are there statistical differences in the extent of English language teachers' needs
from elements of the required physical environment for training of members of
the research sample according to the following variables (gender, subordination of
the school, years of experience,
qualifications, training courses)?

4- What are the suggestions that can improve the physical environment for training
English language teachers and planning an effective training programs for English
language teachers of the Eighth-Grade according to their training needs?

Hypotheses of the Research:

1. There are no statistical significant differences at the level of significance (0,05)
between the mean scores of the sample study in determining the extent of English
language teachers' needs of the basic Eighth-Grade from elements of the required
physical environment for training according to the gender variable.

2. There are no statistical significant differences at the level of significance (0,05)
between the mean scores of the sample study in determining the extent of English
language teachers' needs of the basic Eighth-Grade from elements of the required
physical environment for training according to the qualifications variable.

3. There are no statistical significant differences at the level of significance
(0,05)between the mean scores of the sample study in determining the extent of
English language teachers' needs of the basic Eighth-Grade from elements of the
required physical environment for training according to the number of years of
experience variable.

4. There are no statistical significant differences at the level of significance (0,05)
between the mean scores of the sample study in determining the extent of English
language teachers' needs of the basic Eighth-Grade from elements of the required



physical  environment for training according to the training courses
variable(trained- non-trained).

5. There are no statistical significant differences at the level of significance (0,05)
between the mean scores of the sample study in determining the extent of English
language teachers' needs of the basic Eighth-Grade from elements of the required
physical environment for training according to the subordination of the school
variable( public sector , private sector).

Methodology of the Research:

The researcher adopted the descriptive — analytical approach, which helped to
describe the physical environment for training centers in Damascus through collecting
the data from the previous studies and the theoretical literature ,and then classifying and
organizing the data. The researcher analyzed the data, expressed them quantitatively and
gualitatively , processed them statistically , and arrived at conclusions , which helped the
researcher to provide suggestions to improve the physical environment for training
English language teachers in Damascus.

The data were calculated by means of (SPSS) statistical program . The researcher used
the following statistical methods to analyze the data:

- Pearson's correlation coefficient.

-Pearson's correlation coefficient, Cronbach's alpha formula and Spearman-Brown's split-
half reliability coefficient formula.

- To answer the research questions, the researcher used frequencies, average scale
equations and standard deviations.

- To answer the research hypotheses, the researcher used T-Student's (T-test) and
analyzing the one-way variance ANOVA to identify the significant differences between
the research variables.

- Using the software Excel to clarify the research results by using graphic diagrams.

Tools of the Research:
In order to achieve the aims and answer the questions of the research, the

following tools will be used:
- A questionnaire of identifying the training needs from the training courses for English
Language teachers of the basic eighth- grade in Damascus .
- A questionnaire of identifying the training needs from the training courses for
supervisors of English language of the Basic Education in Damascus.
- A criterion of the physical environment for training.
- A questionnaire of identifying the training needs with regard to elements of the physical
environment for training for English Language teachers of the basic eighth- grade in
Damascus .
- A questionnaire of identifying the training needs with regard to elements of the physical
environment for training for supervisors of the basic education in Damascus .
The Validity and Reliability of the Questionnaires:

The researcher consulted some referees from the faculty of education and asked them to
revise and refine the content and wording of the questionnaires . The referees provided



their suggestions and remarks on the questionnaire items, and the researcher modified
them accordingly.

As for the reliability of the questionnaires, they were applied on a surveyed sample of
(28) teachers of English language and (2) educational supervisors, and it was reapplied
once again on the same samples (15)days later.

The internal consistency of the questionnaire of teachers and supervisors was
calculated using Alpha Cronbach coefficient, Re- test reliability ,and Split- half reliability.
The values were (0,86),(0,91),and (0,90) respectively, which demonstrated that tool is
applicable.

Population and Sample of the Research:

The population of the research comprised all the teachers of English language of the
eighth- grade of the basic education in Damascus(161)teachers , all the supervisors of
English language in the ministry of education and directorate of education(10) supervisors.

The researcher conducted the study on all the original members of the research
community except for (the surveyed sample) which was withdrawn out of it for the
application of a psychometric study of the research tool. Therefore, the number of the
teachers and supervisors in the basic research sample was (141), about (83%) of the
members of the original society divided into (133) teachers and (8) supervisors.

Results of the Research:
The research has come up with the following results:

- The general level to the needs of English language teachers from the elements of the
required physical environment for training from the teachers' perspectives was at the
medium level.

- The general level to the needs of English language teachers from the elements of the
required physical environment for training from the supervisors' perspectives was at
the medium level.

- There are no statistical significant differences at the level of significance (0,05)
between the mean scores of the sample study in determining the extent of English
language teachers' needs of the basic Eighth-Grade from elements of the required
physical environment for training according to the gender variable.

- There are no statistical significant differences at the level of significance (0,05)
between the mean scores of the sample study in determining the extent of English
language teachers' needs of the basic Eighth-Grade from elements of the required
physical environment for training according to the qualifications variable.

- There are no statistical significant differences at the level of significance
(0,05)between the mean scores of the sample study in determining the extent of
English language teachers' needs of the basic Eighth-Grade from elements of the
required physical environment for training according to the number of years of
experience variable.

- There are statistical significant differences at the level of significance (0,05)
between the mean scores of the sample study in determining the extent of English
language teachers' needs of the basic Eighth-Grade from elements of the required
physical  environment for training according to the training courses
variable(trained- non-trained) for teachers who are trained.



- There are statistical significant differences at the level of significance (0,05)
between the mean scores of the sample study in determining the extent of English
language teachers' needs of the basic Eighth-Grade from elements of the required
physical environment for training according to the subordination of the school
variable( public sector , private sector) for teachers who are from the public sector.

Suggestions of the Research:

This environment should be part of the educational system and integrated with the other
components of the system(aims, students, curricula,....... etc.)to form an interactive
environment with the other components that can contribute in serving the community
taking into consideration the teachers' needs . The conditions should be developed and
improved regularly.

In order to achieve that , we can redress a lot of the shortcomings in the educational
environment. The researcher suggests the following:

Providing criteria for training centers in the Syrian Arab Republic, especially the criteria
of the educational environment with its different physical components.
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